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The Restoration of the Bison Range to the
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes

= On December 27, 2020, Congress, via Public Law

116-260, restored the Bison Range to federal frust

ownership to the Confederated Salish & Kootenai
ribes (CS&KT).

» 2021 CSKT worked cooperatively with FWS during the
Restoration Process.

= January 2"9, 2022 the Bison Range was fully Restored
back to the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes.
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Friday, May 20,'2022 ¥
 Atthe Bison Range - Moiese, MT. !
Tribal Member/Community Opening Ceremony @ 10am
~ Opening prayer, Honor Song, Honor Guard ~
~ Lunch provided from 11:30 am-12:30 pm —
~ Powwow 124 pm =
— Native Games -

Saturday, May 21, 2022
At the Salish Kootenai College - Pablo, MT

2:00 PM Film Screening: In the Spirit of Atatice
Johnny Arlee & Vic Charlo Theatre =
2:30 PM Community Meal ===
Joe McDonald Health & Fnlness Cenler

4:00 PM Communily Celebration
Joe McDonald Health & Fitness Center

Sunday, May 22, 2022
At the Bison Range - Moiese; M T
Community Appreciation Day
Half price day passes available

More information @ www.BisonRange.org
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Lemilmts! Hu sukitqukni!

(Thank You!) (Thank You!)

Thank you to our S¢lis, Qiispé, and Ksanka

clders and ancestors who have cared for
and passed on our cultural ways of life,
our oral histories, and our languages
for generations yet to come.




e Sélid

Head Chief of th




Stmxe Q“oxeqeys Kupumgamik Kyagnuka’t Tmixicin

Claw of the Small Grizzly Bear Kustata Big Knife No Horses
known in Eu:ﬁ:h as Chief Charlo (c. 1830 -1910) or Koostahtah (c. 1856 -1842) known in English as Chief Alexander (¢c. 1810 -1868)
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Stitalix¥'s Sélis u Qlispé

Territories of the Salish, Kalispel & Related Nations

The aboriginal territory of
the Sélis, Qlispé people
exceeded 22 million acres.

Extended into Eastern
Washington, the
Panhandle of [daho,
nearly all of Western &
Central Montana.




Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

QWe yq’Wa’ y K am q u q’ u ku # ) ya mu of the Flathead Reservation

“Many Blacks” Sélis§ “Black Cow” Ksanka

Flathead Indian Reservation
Home of the Séiis, Qlispé, and Ksanka People

Restoration of the Bison Range

The federal government established the National Bison Range in the
middle of our treaty-reserved home, the Flathead Indian Reservation,
on land taken without our consent. The bison herd there descends
from a free-ranging Reservation herd started by Tribal members in
the 1800’s when plains bison were near extinction. Through Public
Law 116-260, Congress has now restored the Bison Range to federal

trust ownership for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes so

that our award-winning natural resource managers can take over as
stewards of the Range's buffalo, wildlife and land.

We, the Sélis, Qiispe’, and Ksanka people, warmly welcome you to
the Bison Range.

Just when the wild roses bloom,
our parents and ancestors moved
across the mountainsv;sg;{t’he‘p éihs“fc”v&un

going after buffalo.

This is called “es msiwis”.

Blind Mose Chouteh
Qlispe (1891 - 1987)




A lot of hardships that the buffalotwent through. their
these vear - ’ y . 3 > &Y \ : -
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For thousands of years, d"eyqdy —bison — have fed our people. They are generous animals. A single bison can feed an entire ,’* ' : In return, we nurtured the buffalo through our traditional use of fire to manage the la

~

family for months, providing a delicious source of protein and fat, only 1o help us survive but thrive during our cold, winters.

ly providing i ly P ng long across vas! areas because that blackened ground would blossom with healthy

! rairie and hels

Bison have always slood at the heart of our spiritual lives. As Indian people, we leam as children of our indebtedness to the ani- * ! :'nd e :e ooz;:::u:!::a In the 1780s, trapper Peter Fidler wintered v

mals and how they must be treated with respect. When we hunt, we learn (o always give thanks to the animal and the Creator — -\ e R

1o give something in return. Through our stories, ceremonies, songs, prayers, and actions, we continually renew our commit- Every fall & spring, & even in the winter when there is no snow, these

ment to take care of them, just as they have taken care of us from the beginning of time. Y stantly on fire, & when the Grass happens to be long & the wind hi ~ the s:
-~ with amazing swiftness... The flames r L ke th ve: >

We are aiso taught o waste nothing — 1o never take more than what is needed, and to never waste what s taken. In our trad- g ol e i e el SRS A Sum":;;;’,:;’f :" s e ey :‘ n

tional way of ife, we consumed all the meat. We used the hides to make our teepees and blankets, our dresses and winler fobes, x e

our straps and ropes, and our protective sheaths and coverings. We used their bones to make tools, saddle trees, sleds, hide In the words of Qlispé elder John Peter Paul, “Thal is why my elders

scrapers, and toys for our children. We burned their dung for fuel. Bison have sustained us. They made our lives here possible. would bumn: for the animals and for the huckleberries and the med




The respect our people hold for the buffalo is reflec

E tried to ensure that nothing was wasted. This was- / ility of our relationship with buffalo.
e a
It is difficult to find an account by the elders about bu ack of waste is not emphasized.
¥ 5 ’\’Y i v . .
s In the time before horses, the people used their mttmate lm W 0 and the land itself to herd
|

1 them over cliffs at “buffalo j Jumps” such as those near Bozeman and reat Fal,
horseback using highly efficient and effective weapons, including lances bows. ana’ arrows, and finally guns.

. In later lunev we hunted. from
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of Hellgate
July 16, 1855

l. Treaty of Peace — or Instrument of
Invasion?

A k@y turning point iq the history of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
and in the transformation of our region occurred in July 1855, when our leaders met The Flathe::.

with U.S. officials for ten days to negoti Ireaty i aside fi
gotiate the Hellgate Treaty at the place Salish de fc
Spczxkers call Clmc ( I'ree-Limb-Cut-Off, known in Ellg ish as Counci Cl ove 5 : e ‘.L".\(‘/U\'h.a - § ‘
, ; . e £ use and benefit not given by 3 1 1
: 4 g y the government to our tribal nations 1
) y tons, but rather land

that we withheld fi
rom w e cede
Jrom what we ceded to the government.

tionis only a s yrtion of
Y a small portion of our vast homelands. Under the Hellgate Treaty. it was set

Our Indigenous nations were led by head chiefs Xvetxkein (Many Horses or Victor)
of Fhe Sélis (Salish or “Flathead”), TmixAcin (No Horses or Alexander) of the upper

* Qlispé (Kalispel or “Pend d'Oreille”), and Michel of the Ksanka band of Kootenai.
Thc U.S. was led by Isaac Stevens, the Governor and Superintendent of Indian Af-
fairs for Washington Territory.

I. Treaty of Peace — or Instrument of
Invasion?

A key turning point in the history of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
and in the transformation of our region occurred in July 1855, when our leaders met
with U.S, officials for ten days to negotiate the Hellgate Treaty at the place Salish

Our leaders ex ing’ i i
pected that the meeting’s purpose was to formalize our long-standing : d : speakers call Clmé (Tree-Limb-Cut-OfT, known in English as Council Grove)
- ]

eaceful relations wi -Indi i i
p ith non lndlans and to pursue lastmg peace bet\veen [ndlgcnous 1 " " Our Indigenous nations were led by head chicfs X*etxXcin (Many Horses or Victor)
3 ; of the SEIis (Salish or “Flathead”), TmxXein (No Horses or Alexander) of the upper II. Days of Disagreement — and then the Signing

nations. Instead, Stevens immediately announced his actual goal: taking ownership | :
¥ ¥ - 3 3 Qlispé (Kalispel or “Pend d'Oreille”), and Michel of the Ksanka band of Kootenai. As in his previous treatis, Steven e to ol ipl

The U.S. was led by Isaac Stevens, the Governor and Superintendent of Indian Af- a single reservation. Even through the fog of Fo
g en throug! fog of poor trans!

of most of our lands to clear the way for non-Indian control and settlement. Our s ‘ ’ b Wi Tt
: ‘ ton Teritory.
understood the gist of Stevens' proposal — and they resists

leaders were shocked and outraged i
at this betrayal. L s
g y B Our leaders xpected it the meeting’s pirpose was to formaize ourfong standing der refused to move the upper Qispé from the Jocko and M
peaceful relations with non-Indians and o pursue lasting peace between Indigenous R e leave the cherished
nations. Instead, Stevens immediatcly announced his actual goal: taking ownership | D e
of most of our lands to clear the way for non-Indian control and scttlement. Our adding to the treaty Aict 11, which designated the Biter
e, by 1855, ey s ehocked i Sutragad o e bezayal’ reservation for the Sélis. However, Stevens also inserted fine p

vation was “beticr adapted to the wants of the Flathea

But the chicfs realized they had to do their best in the negotiations to defend our own objectives: ensuring our sovereignty as tribal nations and the continuance of s = Ioclualing locatioas of réservation boundarics and allotmer

our traditional ways of life. They had to navigate an alien world of legal terms and paper documents, across formidable barricrs of language. A Jesuit observer at schemes — the translator failed to convey these f

the negotiations said translation was 5o poor that "not a tenth of it was actually understood by cither party.
Maost of our leaders decided 10 put their “x” marks 1 the paper. With Scnate
1

ratification in 1859, the Hellgate Treaty was duly ¢
cle VI, Clause 2 of the U.S, Constitution as the “supreme La

DI
SttalixYs Sélis u Qlispé | ,
Territories of the Salish, Kalispel & Related Nations | The treaty conveyed to the ates title to most of ou
T -~ s the state of Montan [} cvens did not a
we had long other tril
vation (as well as U
also rescrved rights to continue hunting, |
nor ofFreservation “reserved rights” were g
that we “rescrved” from what we ceded (o

nd pasturing live
States, but rather were preexisting
hat the

ll. Montana’s Trail of Tears

Over the next 15 years, the Government did nothing
about the status of the Bittcrroot, 5o the SElis con-
cluded the valley would remain our permanent
home, even as illegal white settlement proliferated,
S _n‘\c.nc" - especially after construction of the Mullan Road in
1860 and the first Montana gold rushes in 1862-1864.
o ranatons e - : A 5 With the death in 1870 of our highly respected head
and Translations \ ' I / h > = chief, X' , many non-Indians saw an opportu-
3 > ] _ ity to achieve their long-sought goal of forcing the
- \ S&lis out of the Bitterroot. In 1872, future president
ield led a Congressional del
e “negotiate” our removal. Despite threats of blood-
G maviie mmedutelyplic o reed e o shed, X-elaXein's = and s J(»}!vcm‘! chicf, D
Stxe Qrox*qeys (Claw of the Little Grizzly —
Chief Charlo) refused to sign. Garficld then had Chicf Charlo's “x mark forged onto the official puhx.,n.;l‘u;pfnl\Ili\.fx 3 ;l::»:xnm IV. The Meanlng of the Treaty
{he Senate for the vote on ratification. While two sub- athead Rescrval
1873, most of the SéliS remained with Chief Charlo ir

—
ST O CONTINENTAL DVOL \ S
Wy tyu Ny et s

The treaty marked the first major assertion of non-Indian

& did sign and moved with their familics to the
éli, Qlispé, and

chicf

n the Bitterroot control over what h

c 3 Ksanka lands and
ed through the 1880s. Chief Charlo resisted government presires until it became clear that for the y
£ had to move. In October 1891, troops marched the SE1is north to the reservation on Montana’s

Ann Combs likened the trip to a funcral march. Ch Jing behind their mothers wond =
nd blankct sidamidy

Jther elders recalled that soldiers forced peopk . ming

Years later, when Chx*mx-msid (Sophic Moiesc) suffered flashbacks, y oopn
o Valley. At

from Snil7oyed

well-being of th
“Trail of Tears
h, the upper Qlispé were s
(Evaro arca), Chicf Charlo had the WE G it
e chicf wanicd his nation to 7o
oval and

ople rode slowly north toward the Jock

waiting to welcome ¢
cople. Despite ncurred in the r

cople put on their best clothi a
e d or pitiful, but as a proud and strong
3 successful family farms a

arrive on the reservation ot as d oudand o pope D
{he Goverment rencging on pror gra
Flathcad Reservation

mised rescttlement aid, the




roads: Eng’

Bring of railroads was a turning point in our k

s perhaps no more important turning point in that histori-

ormation than the construction of railroads into Montana,
»gan with the opening of the Utah & Northern Railroad into
te December, 1881. In September 1883, railroad workers
i home the last spike of the Northern Pacific at Gold Creek,

na, marking the completion of the rail line across the north-

1 tier of the United States—and through the Flathead Reserva- ) ) : s

elf, over the bitter objections of tribal leaders. The railroads = . : o NS . MR |
decisively shifted the balance of power in Montana, and it was no 4 ¢ { ¢ : ;

) o e  of the Pacific R hich passed through the Flathead
coincidence that 1883 also marked the virtual extinction of wild : " 7 o g g ; Sl pe
bison. J

With the completion of the transcontinental railroads across the

U.S.—the first in 1869 —the slaughter began in earnest. Hunters

used the trains to kill buffalo by the hundreds of thousands, a

campaign welcomed by many, especially within the military. Gener- ¢ strnve Qoxgeys (
al Sheridan, for example, stated in 1875, “These men have done s B B SO
more in the last two years, and will do more in the next year, to 4 & [

settle the vexed Indian question, than the entire regular army has

done in the last forty years. They are destroying the Indians’ com-

missary...let them kill, skin and sell until the buffaloes are extermi-

nated. Then your prairies can be covered with speckled cattle.”

In Montana, among the first mass exports on the trains were buffalo

bones, shipped to eastern plants where they would be rendered

into fertilizer and charcoal. It was the railroad, finally, that marginal-

ized the Indian way of life that had defined the region for thousands

of years. In the first half of the nineteenth century, the market econ-

omy’s presence in the Northern Rockies was limited to the fur trade

— in part because transportation was limited to horses and canoes,

which could only bring to market resources that were light in weight

and small in size. The railroad changed all of that. Now size and :
weight posed no obstacle to the commodification of the natural ) . av S : 3= 3 4 i ' Iull.lowloi'x:l: & bchgen Cuben
world. The great trees of the forests, grain from the fields, and most g ! 7 . a 5

of all, ore from the mountains could be developed on an industrial

scale—and delivered to national and international markets.




In the Spirit of Atatice?
(29 minutes)

Full Video

Video Short

LafL‘Im

The Buffalo's Importance
(2.5 minutes)

Video Short
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| Atalice?'s son, who brought bison to the Elahead'Reservation
i

Late 1870s

The son of Atatice, tatati, carried out his father’s
vision and brought orphaned calves across the Conti-
nental Divide to the Flathead Reservation. Caring for

the calves through the long journey west, he brought
them to his family's home, just a few miles south-

west of this area. This is where he kept the bison
and where the herd began to grow.




Samuel Walking Coyote
sold herd to Michel Pablo &
Charles Allard

1904 Flathead Allotment
Act ended open range
(approx. 700 bison

1908-1909 American Bison
Society gonvinced
Congrgss to seize 18,524 ac
to forfthe National Bison
Range (“Fenced in Place”).
Bisgh came from the
Conrad herd in Kalispell
sigle the Canadian
gavernment (original herd)

Late 1870s

The son of Atatice, Latati, carried out his father's
vision and brought orphaned calves across the Conti-
nental Divide to the Flathead Reservation. Caring for
the calves through the long journey west, he brought
them to his family's home, just a few miles south-
west of this area. This is where he kept the bison
and where the herd began to grow.

1880s - 1901

tatat’s stepfather sold his herd to tribal members
Michel Pablo and Charles Allard. They free-ranged the
buffalo along the lower Flathead River, where, supple-
mented by additional acquisitions from other herds, the
buffalo quickly increased to hundreds of animals.

In 1896, Allard died. The majority of the buffalo re-
mained with Michel Pablo on the Flathead Reservation,
but in 1901 some of Allard’s portion of the herd was
sold to the Conrad family of Kalispell. Other bison went
to Howard Eaton, a friend of Charles Russell. Eaton sold
his animals to Yellowstone National Park — and thus
the Yellowstone Park herd today is in part descended
from the buffalo originally saved by tatati.

Range

1904 - 1905

The 1904 Flathead Allotment Act ended open range
on much of the reservation, and US Indian Agents
forced Michel Pablo to dispose of the buffalo. Finding
no American buyers, he sold the herd to the Canadi-
an government. Beginning in 1907 and continuing for
over five years, Pablo oversaw the nearly impossible
task of rounding up nearly 700 wild bison.

Meanwhile, in New York, a group of wealthy nonin-
dians had formed the American Bison Society (ABS)
to help save bison from extinction. In 1908-1909,
the organization convinced Congress to seize 18,524
acres of the Flathead Reservation — the very place
from which the tribal herd had just been evicted —
in order to form a National Bison Range.

1905°- 1908 |

Tribal members opposed the taking of this land, but federal officials
told them they had no choice i the matter. The government had
only recently assignedsindividual allotments of land to tribal members,
and five of those parcelsswere. located Within what became the

Range's exterior boundaries. Officials forced those allottees to relo~

11909 - 1910

Once the Range was established, it needed to be populat
[¢ 1' ed With bison — of which very few were left in North
'(]L' /America; One of the enduring ironies of the Range Is that
rlts Initial bison herd consisted largely of animals that origh
m " nated in the freshly evicted Pablo-Allard herd. The Amert
|1 can Bison Soclety purchased bison for:thé'Range from
,‘ﬁ; tWo sources: the Conrad Ranch near Kalispell (whose herd
£ |5 was started with buffalo from the Allard estate In 1901),
I Sand the' Canadlan'government, which was still in the pro
ecelving buffalo it had bought from Michel Pablo
1905 So' thefe_would be a herd in'the middle of the

Qifspé: peept?ﬁmeho refertc ang by_ms Saffsn Which connotes “Fencedin Place.” But the newly
’%‘sor 150 had me‘tméz of lenehg indian people ‘oUt: With the return of the range to tribal owner




rnment’s “AllofH

THE MISSION VALLEY WELCOMES NEW SET
ST.ICNATIUS, " I MONTANA . 1

), the Hellgate Treaty designated the'k lathedd INAIeNR s Pation o Bpiclese side for ithe e
i g - | ‘4 0 e s e
entury later,the US Government.seized ]8,5.?45(‘"85 r’ear the®e ?en,e';.o 2 EEvation (o
swers arerooted iii the complexAfiseinating, 0’!‘13‘(1}?0‘“5\’1!:“0!}' (—Jf th‘:f‘al’ann it
during the late nineteenth and early tWentieth & ies. 7 N S
= 1-'?4 4
In the 1855 HellgateTreaty,triba
andéensure the continuance O'L
life,'fere and in.other IndigenOUS omm
They'soon lainched palicies it ded 10 stroyt: ¢ e’passing of
systems within reservations*The single most damagi e 3 v oS wer installa
Act of 1887, which established a processior fortingwup e
can system of individual land ownership — apdithen trahsfe " od of Mﬁ'ﬁanasuate Iniy
non-Indian ownership, in one of the greatest 7& grabs if . s y e heart oﬂhe-r&eerva‘tion fora gional Bison

i

N - e -
To,earry out the General Allotment Act, Congress had to pa 5 ficials designated many reservation lav&a urplus

each treaty. The Hellgate Treaty presented obstacles. Artigie 6 prohibited compulsory 1 an set_tlemenl. In May, the large- ns(m%n 0
allotmentjsaying land parcels would only be provided to thj:se tribal members who were n W A&e arrival of homesteaders. Inﬁt ecades aﬂer !
“willing?” The Treaty also prohibited non-Indian settlement, ‘and for decades, our ledGers ,710 acre§, and govemm_ent pre: resulted in angthery
had expressed unanimous opposition to selling or ceding any part of the Flathead Res- tments being'patented, with many then sold to settie'Small

)
i ismi & i 5 the Flathead Indian Irrigation Project. 1935, the 3¢
ervation. But the government dismissed our repeated appeals to honor the treaty, and in ; e F : 4 k ! i
1904 Congress u?wilaterally passed Rep. Jo‘seph Dixon'’s Flathead Allotment Act. it was { ai Tribes became the first tribe to recBnstitute und of Frank- ’

kA
5 -
i i i . The Flathead Allotment Act trans- lin Roosevelt'SIndian Reorganization Act, and we began the grad ss of re-
signed into law by President Theodore R_ooseve!t ! Re s Ind i r aprRe
formed the reservation, with impacts felt in every facet of tribal life and culturel.f building our lar\\d Base, our sovereignty, and our governing capacity.

- - p \

wiy 'l !
Opéhipg of the Flathy in Reskrvation to homesteaders, April 1910.
o Clitesy Montaha Historical Socne‘e&uv(h Centety

1910-1921

The Land Rush
Uimrty, v 400,710 scres o e pever

202\ Map by

1855-1935 Map Key
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1855

Treaty Land
The aboriginal territory of the Séli§, Qlispé, ~~
and Ksanka people encompassed all of western Montana. In the

Hellgate Treaty of 1855, the Tribes reserved 1.2 million acres
that as a homeland for, as the treaty states, their “exclusi\‘lev '
benefit.” At that point in time, 1855, all of the land on the 1
lion-acre Flathead Indian Reservation was owned by the Tnb§s

1908-1909

The Allotment Act
The Allotment Act of 1904 allotted parcels of
Tribal land to individual Indians: one-hundred-sixty

ton D.C. to oppose it. Soon after, the United States unilaterall
priated over 18,524 acres to establish the National Bison Range




1910-1921

The Land Rush
Ultimately, some 409,710 acres of the reser-
vation were given to homesteaders and 60,800

acres were granted to the state for school purposes. The_ géyf.:' i

ernment took even more land for irrigation canals "reséerir

sites, and hydropower installations, and townsites. The map:

had changed and changed dramatically.

\

Indians born between 1908 and 1920 It trans— .
ferred another 124,795 acres from Tnbal ownershlp to_ e

~ individual Indlan ownershlp

1922-1935

A Second Allotment

A second allotment wés approved for landless




2021

Restoring the Reservation

Since 1935, the Tribes have been reacquiring

~ land in hopes of restoring as much of the reserva-

i 'on to Tnbal ownership as possible. In 2020, Congress, via

hc Law 116-260, restored the Bison Range to the Confeder-

h and Kootena1 Tribes.




ane Path to ReStoration

f:noari El'ori ;23 BtlrfonTRang’e being restored to the Confederated Salish and Koo-
gl 11" , the nbgs had an extensive record of cooperation with the U.S.
. an Wl!dllfe Service (FWS). Given this background and the Tribes’ ongo-
lng.connectlons to the bison on the range and the range itself, it is not sgur-
prising that they would seek meaningful involvement in manag’ement of the

National Bison Range.

1994

That opportunity came in 1994 when the Congress
passed the Tribal Self-Governance Act, a law that au-
thorizes Indian tribes to contract for the operation of
Department of Interior programs of specific significance
to tribes. Soon after, Tribal Chairman Michael (”Mick-
ey”) T. Pablo requested negotiations with the Depart-
ment of Interior and the FWS for a Tribal Self-Gover-
nance agreement at the National Bison Range.




,',-Michael T. “Mickey” Pablo
 Visitor Center

MICHAEL T. “MICKEY” PABLO
VISITOR CENTER

2022

Michael T. “Mickey” Pablo
1948-1999

[he Michael T. “Mickey” Pablo Visitor Center honors the legacy of a highly
respected tribal leader. Mickey’s gentle manner, brilliant intellect and common
sense were qualities he possessed as he served his people, his nation, and Indian
people throughout the United States. A descendant of Chief Big Knife of the
Ksanka and Chief Michel of the Qlispé, Mickey’s grandfather was Michel Pablo,
who helped save the American Bison from extinction. As Tribal Council
Chairman, Mickey was a tireless advocate for Tribal Self Governance policies
and was integral to the passage of the Federal Tribal Self-Governance Act. In the
1980s and 1990s, as Tribal Chairman, he initiated the Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes’ efforts to partner with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the
management of the National Bison Range. His efforts formed the foundation of
the Tribes’ successful efforts to restore the Bison Range to federal trust
ownership for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. Mickey Pablo was a
fearless warrior in defense of his people, their lands and treaty rights.




After ten years of difficult negotiations, the parties reached an agreement covering
fiscal years 2005-2006 under which, the Tribes contracted portions of NBR visito

services, biology, maintenance, and fire control programs. The agreement plac‘ed'f*:
Tribal staff at the National Bison Ran

Coordinator position, and it was extended in 2006 pending negotiation of a succes-
SOr agreement.
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CSKT in order to rectify the situation,

2008

Following extensive negotiations, a new agreement was signed in 2008.for 2009—2011.. It involved
tribal contracting of the entirety of most of visitor services, biology, maln.tenance, and fire con-trol pro-
grams and the contracting of a Deputy Refuge Manager position. The Tribes and the FWS built a
highly constructive partnership at both the field and policy levels over t:he course .of.the next; few ;
years. Despite the growing progress, opponents to the Tribes® participation filed suit in federal court,

alleging it violated federal law. Almost two years into the 2008 agreer.ne.nt’s term, t.he cou.rt rescind-
ed it on strictly procedural grounds. The' court did not rule on the plaintiffs’ underlying claims.

\n response to the court decision, The Tribes and the FWS negotiated a new Self-Gpvernar!ce agree-
ment and the FWS agreed to prepare an environmental assessment. The FWS was in the final stages
of preparing that assessment when Congress restored the Bison'Range to the Tribes.

ge to perform the work under a newly creat'éd



Animals You Might Also See

In addition to buffalo, hundreds of species — everything from trumpeter swans to hummingbirds and from meadow voles to grizzly bears — live oif
or visit the Bison Range. Below are some of the most common with notes about their cultural signifcance to our tribes.
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Creation stories/ Coyote Stories

» These sacred stories that are only told in the winter months,
explain how things came to be, and the nature of life on earth.
They teach how we are meant to live in relations of respect with

each other, with the lands and waters, and with the plants and

imails.

= Some of these stories tell of much larger buffalo & beaver,
describe a frozen world and great floods.

= Qur oldest archeological site in our territories dates to almost
13,000 years ago, about the same time as the last draining of
Glacial Lake Missoula.



Native Plants of the Bison Range |

Many of the plants and animals have given themselves to human beings to be used for food, medicine, or materials. They are
only to be harvested respectfully in ways that ensure their abundance for generations yet to come. On the Bison Range, the
collection or disturbance of natural objects such as plants, animals, feathers, and antlers is not allowed, except by special permit.




Visit the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes’ Online Educational Resources
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http://twreonline.csktnrd.org/Fire/ http://twrcondine.csktnrd.org/Ex- http://twrconline.csktnrd.org/Map/ https://cskttwapps.org/AnimalField-
Index.htmi plore/index.html Index.html Guide/Index.html




Ipiq Qweydway: White Buffalo

On May 3, 1933, something rare occurred at the Bison Range: the birth of a white bison bull. Although not a true albino, he was almost
completely white, save for a brown topknot and tan-colored hooves.

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal member and Range Rider John A. Mc-
Donald first discovered the calf, and the news spread quickly throughout the reser-
vation. It is said that within days, Sélis-Qlispé people conducted a ceremony to
welcome the white buffalo. Families made trips to go and see him. Elders today
recall that he was respected as something important and unique — a special gift
from the Creator and a sign of the Creator’s power. For many Séli§ and Qlispé
people, Ipiq Q*eyq ay — White Buffalo — was like thunder or lightning, a reminder
of our humble place as human beings in this world, and how we must give thanks
to the animals for all that they provide.

Non-Indians also admired and gave special care to the buffalo called *Big Medi-
cine" (in Salish, Sk“titmaliyemistn). A typical bison’s lifespan is about twenty years,
but Big Medicine lived to be 26, dying on August 25, 1959. During his lifetime on

the Range, he was sometimes referred to as the most photographed bison in Ameri-
ca. Elders have long told how for spiritual reasons, buffalo of a “different color” were
never killed or eaten, and when the white buffalo died, the meat was not taken by
tribal members as was then the usual practice.

Tribal Council Chairman Walter McDonald immediately expressed the wishes of many
tribal people in advocating for the white buffalo being preserved and kept on the Flat-
head Reservation. However, National Bison Range officials conveyed the white bison’s
hide to the Montana Historical Society, which enlisted the help of taxidermist Bob Scriv-
er of Browning and his Blackfeet assistants. The MHS placed the buffalo on public dis-
play at the Society's museum in Helena, where he remains. The Tribes are working
today to bring the white buffalo home to a place of honor here at the Bison Range.

Text courtesy of the Sélis-Olispé Culture Committee.
Background Photo of Missian Mountains Courtesy of Dave Fitzpatrick:
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CSKT Honors all of Montana’s
Tribal Communities

The Flathead Indian Reservation is one of eight Reser-
vations within the state of Montana. These reservations
are, in turn, home to twelve distinct Indian tribes. Each
tribe is recognized as a nation by the United States
government as evidenced by the treaties and executive
orders that established the reservations.

The twelve tribes may have similar values, but each
has its own cultural traditions, language, identity, and
history, many of which stretch back thousands of years.
These unique cultural heritages continue to be import-
ant to each tribe’s individual and collective identity to-
day, and they are a large part of what makes Montana
the special place it is.




Finding Your Way

on the Bison Range

Ya-qa kit Haga ki
Kamaququkut lyamu

Where the Buffalo Live (Ksanka)

Cx"tpé(tk™) ) Ncqitésin
" BOB-TAIL'S WATER 7 SOMETHING LYING ON ITS BACK IN
(Pauline Creek) THE ROCKS
(Formation In talus slope north of
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Our tribes are widely viewed as progressive and forward-looking, known for our cooperative efforts
with numerous governments and organizations, our enterprise, and our stewardship of the land — all
In accordance with our traditional cultural values. Here area few of our accomplishments:

We were the first Indian tribal government to adopt a federally approved constitution pursuant to the Indian Reorganizatiop Act of 19:

In 1936, our Council voted to set aside 100,000 acres of the Mission Mountains as a Tribal national park—the firstof its Kind. The
Department of Interior rejected the proposal. %

In the 1970s the Council established the Sélis- anspé and Ksanka Culture Committees, which helped restore traditional cunuval
values of respect for the environment to the center of tribal governance.

In the 1970s, we successfully obtained from the EPA a pristine Class 1 airshed designation rating from the EPA. The designation provicié the
highest level of federal air quality protection.

We have established two primitive natural areas totaling some 98,000 acres. In the 1980s, we became the first tribe to establish a desngnated wilderness, the 92 Ooo-écrel, ! I [P Q
Mission Mountains Tribal Wilderness, which includes a 10,000-acre Grizzly Bear Conservation Area.

In 1988, the Tribes assumed control of the electric utility that serves the Flathead Reservation. Mission Valley Power is the largest public utility in Montana and the omy i. ‘
Federally owned, tribally managed utility in the nation. | & I '

We manage large herds of wild elk and bighorn sheep and have set aside tens of thousands of acres as conservation areas for them. ‘ ; | ‘.b' (e

In the 1990s, we worked to achieve mitigation and habitat replacement to offset the impacts of Kerr Dam on fish and wildlife, and in 2015, e purchased
the dam, becoming the first tribe to own and operate a major hydroelectric facility. We now manage the dam to minimize the cnvuronmental impacts of n.s operations.

In the reconstruction of US Highway 93, we blocked the building of an undivided four- and five-lane strip highway and successfully advocatcd fora saf& Qper two" design
with extensive mitigation for cultural and wildlife impacts, including tribal place-name signs and an unprecedented number of wildlife crossing structiifes. I the process, we
garnered major awards for "context-sensitive design" of transportation systems.

We have re-established once locally extinct native species — trumpeter swans, peregrine falcons and leopard frogs. |

2

Our restoration efforts on the Jocko and Flathead Rivers and our acquisition and restoration of thousands of acre§1 fish and wildlife habitat are models cited nationwide.

In 2021, we adopted the Cultural Waterways Ordinance, a unique tribal version of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and conferrad the protoctive dasignation on the lower
Flathead River, thereby preventing the building of additional dams. b
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Photo courtesy of Tom Bauer and the Missoutan




STEWARDSHIP IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR CULTURAL VALUES

'$

The land, air, and water do
not belong to us, we belong
to them.

s [;/ 4
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We are working hard to protect the land,
water, air, and native fish and wildlife and
their habitats. We have reintroduced species
that once thrived here but were absent for
decades. We are restoring fire to the land
and striving to keep non-native invasive spe-
cies at bay. We have worked in collabora-
tion with the Highway Department to make
our roads safer for wildlife and people.

Our management decisions integrate tradi-
tional cultural knowledge and the best cur-
rent science. We strive to honor our elders
and ancestors by respecting what they have
taught us and by passing their wisdom on
to our children, teaching them the impor-
tance of caring for this beautiful place, our
homeland.
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We will carry on for the generations yet to come our
ancient relationship of respect and reverence for
g“eyqg“ay (buffalo).

We, the Sélis, Qiispé and Ksanka people, warmly
welcome you to the Bison Range.

Enjoy your visit! Good day!
Xest Sxlxalt, Ki’su’k kyukyit! —










