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The Restoration of the Bison Range to the 

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes

On December 27, 2020, Congress, via Public Law 

116-260, restored the Bison Range to federal trust 

ownership to the Confederated Salish & Kootenai 

Tribes (CS&KT). 

2021 CSKT worked cooperatively with FWS during the 

Restoration Process.

January 2nd, 2022 the Bison Range was fully Restored 

back to the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes. 























Our Relationship with Bison









Samuel Walking Coyote 

sold herd to Michel Pablo & 

Charles Allard

1904 Flathead Allotment 

Act ended open range 

(approx. 700 bison)

1908-1909 American Bison 

Society convinced 

Congress to seize 18,524 ac 

to for the National Bison 

Range (“Fenced in Place”). 

Bison came from the 

Conrad herd in Kalispell 

and the Canadian 

government (original herd)



















Creation stories/ Coyote Stories 

 These sacred stories that are only told in the winter months, 

explain how things came to be, and the nature of life on earth.  

They teach how we are meant to live in relations of respect with 

each other, with the lands and waters, and with the plants and 

animals.  

 Some of these stories tell of much larger buffalo & beaver, 

describe a frozen world and great floods.  

Our oldest archeological site in our territories dates to almost 

13,000 years ago, about the same time as the last draining of 

Glacial Lake Missoula.






















