








“It is all here: the land, the plants our ancestors and our future. One is held within 
the other. You cannot know the land without knowing the plants placed here by the 
creator. You cannot know the creator without knowing the plants. You cannot know 

the plants and their healing powers without hearing the stories” It is one and the 
same.

Blackfoot Elders.   Galileo Education Network (https://galileo.org/kainai.)

https://galileo.org/kainai


Ihpitsskskopaotspi
Stewardship:

The responsibility of looking after something.







Stamohkanainna’ki’pi kana’paisiiyi.
(Respect everything in the environment)



Kainai Ecosystem Protection Association Summit 2017

KEPA Flag designed by Kainai Elder Charlie Crow Chief



Going back to our “Traditional Ways” is to look at nature...



…and it will take you to the stars.





Kainai Ecosystem Protection Association
KEPA - 5th Annual Summit - June 2018



Sipatsimo - Sweet Grass
Heirochloe odorata



Gift from Leroy Little Bear and Amethyst First Rider May 2017

Sipatsimo - Sweet Grass (Heirochloe odorata)







Gift from Deb Gregorash May 2020

Sipatsimo - Sweet Grass (Heirochloe odorata)



Naapi’s Garden and Katoyiss Seed Bank
Established November 2020



Naapi’s Garden Greenhouse ground breaking ceremony
Api’soomaahka, Derek Melting Tallow, Van Singer and Kainai councillor Maria Russell

October 2020



Seed collecting 2018
Bull Horn Coulee & North Cliff 

Kainai First Nation

(Prairie Parsley, Three Flowered Avens and Arrow leaf Balsamroot)



Moses Lake Community Garden 2020



Willow planting July 2021.

Sofie Forsstrom (OWC) Api’soomaahka, Kansie Fox (BTLM).



Otsipiis – Willow (Salix sp.)
February 2022





Blood Tribe Land 
Management

Invasive Species Technicians

Nathan Mistaken Chief and
Jaret Panther Bone

www.creeksidegoats.com
2020, 2021 & 2022

Awaawai’sskapi – Caterpillar
Spurge caterpillar,
Hawk-moth (Hyles euphorbiae)





Traditional Food Presentation - Blood Tribe Recreation Dept.
01-18-2019





Kakato’si – Mushroom
(puff ball)





Ma’s - Wild turnip
Photo courtesy of Rosalyn LaPier - Blackfeet botanist















Niitsikapa’s Soakipisatsinikimm
“Wild Carrot” / Yampa             “Wild Nodding Onion”    



Ma’s / Wild turnip / Indian breadroot











































































The blessing. Welcoming home the Iinnii
February 2021





Iissksiniip





Eco-tourism Development

Land Stewardship Partnership Agreement



Land based education – Indigenous curriculum development 



Collaborations and Partnerships

The community

Our Elders who guide us to be

a good Niitsitapi



Collaborations and Partnerships

The community

Kainai Iinnii Rematriation Project, 

Opokaa’sin Early Intervention Society, and Parks Canada (Waterton Lakes) 

Indigenous Tourism Alberta (Eco-tourism) , Lethbridge College,

The University of Lethbridge

The Galt Museum, Helen Schuler Nature Center Native Seed Collaborative of SW AB, 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada - Lethbridge and IndigiKitchen. 

Palliser School Division, Calgary Board of Education,

The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS)

In discussion with

City of Lethbridge,

Calgary; Southern Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT), Central Memorial High 

School, Mount Royal University, Coalhurst Elementary School and Lethbridge 

Interfaith Food Bank…



KEPA Summit 2017



The Future



Zorro
2011 - 2021

Secureyourfood.ca
www.Buffalotreaty.com



Ki Annimayi Aanitsiiwa
(That’s how it is…)

Thank you
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