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History of Ecological Changes

Identity Limiting Factors
Status of Bull Trout

Describe Solutions
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Changes in Composition of the Fishery
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Changes in Composition of the Fishery
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Donald, D.B. and Alger, D.J. 1993. Geographic
distribution, species displacement, and niche

overlap for lake trout and bull trout in mountain
lakes. Canadian Journal of Zoology 71:238-247




REVERSAL IN ABUNDANCE
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Numerical prey consumption
by lake trout, age 4-21 lake trout
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Source: Dave Beauchamp, U. of Washington (2006)




North Fork Flathead River
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Why is This Population So
Important?

Extensive Interconnected Habitat
Pristine and Protected Lands
Resistant to Effects of Climate change
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FLATHEAD LAKE AND RIVER FISHERIES
COMANAGEMENT PLAN
2001 - 2010

: “Fish Population Management

A. Suppress Nonnative Fish Through
Recreational Angling, B. Commercial, and
C. Netting”




- L1
Sty
A% %
-, N
R
~
. v ‘)

-
BN B N
St .~‘,‘$=\¢:53'%\
TN A i HRTh

\fg‘"\: \gr 3"\”‘ Lt ‘{'\
Yo ,' .l :

o ]

{'k LD s O
| — N :
e "\K:‘ )-."' 5

;z » *“

. ‘*'
Vv o o5
VT S SRR
) -

S e T












Harvest in Spring and Fall Fishing Contests
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“There is high likelihood that lake trout
will completely eliminate bull trout in
Flathead Lake over the long term”.
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‘ Dr. David Beauchamp, i s -
University of Washington =1
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

STRATEGIES TO REDUCE
LAKE TROUT NUMBERS

Examine all Methods:

Commercial, Bounty, Netting




NEPA Analysis

Evaluate:
Changes in Predation Rates
Changes in Fishery

Changes in Local Economy




CONTROVERSIES

Fear of Lost Fishing Opportunity

Native Fish are Fine

Expensive to Implement

Secondary Effects on Local Economy
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